
 

Shellfish toxicity: Human health implications of marine algal toxins

   
   
   
Abstract:

Five major human toxic syndromes caused by the consumption of shellfish contaminated by algal toxins are
presented. The increased risks to humans of shellfish toxicity from the prevalence of harmful algal blooms
(HABs) may be a consequence of large-scale ecological changes from anthropogenic activities, especially
increased eutrophication, marine transport and aquaculture, and global climate change. Improvements in
toxin detection methods and increased toxin surveillance programmes are positive developments in limiting
human exposure to shellfish toxins.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/s0950268810000853   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Quality

Food/Water Quality: Biotoxin/Algal Bloom, Biotoxin/Algal Bloom, Other Water Quality Issue

Water Quality (other): Eutrophication; Ocean temperature; Ocean acidity; Dissolved nitrogen

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Morbidity/Mortality, Neurological Effect, Other Health Impact

Other Health Impact: Diarrhoetic shellfish poisoning (DSP)

Resource Type:  

Author(s): James KJ, Carey B, O'Halloran J, van Pelt F, Skrabakova Z
Year: 2010
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format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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